
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, March 31, 2010 at the Township Building at 7:00PM.  The meeting was duly advertised and 
properly posted.  In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Rob McNamee Mark Maria Bob Gearhart Ellie Salahub Jennifer Eirich 
Harold Kreider 
 
Township Officials: 
Jim Caldwell Stacey L. Winterstein 
 
Public: 
Per Sign in sheet 
 
1. Dr. Maria called the meeting to order at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Dr. 

Maria welcome those in attendance and gave a brief overview of the meeting agenda. 
 
2. Minutes 
 The minutes of the meeting of February 24, 2010 were brought to the floor for discussion.  Mr. 

Gearhart moved for the approval of the minutes of the February 24, 2010 meeting.  Ms. Salahub 
seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
 Mr. McNamee made note that he is no longer the internet editor for the Patriot News, that job has 

since been outsourced and he is now retired. 
 
3. FNB of Fredericksburg – Land Development 

Mr. Caldwell gave a brief overview of this plan to those in attendance.  Mr. Hoeft questioned if 
this was the first time the Commission was seeing this plan.  Mr. Caldwell then explained that it 
has already gone through the Township’s Conditional Use process, therefore this is approximately 
the third time they are seeing the plan. 
 
Mr. Gearhart was looking for the Commission’s recommendation this evening in hopes of moving 
this plan along to the Board and getting it approved by them at their April meeting.  He has been 
working with Rettew to clear up any issues they had.  Mr. Gearhart noted that the Planning 
Commission has previously requested that some curbing be eliminated.  They looked into it and 
have removed a substantial portion of curbing around the drive-up area.  He also stated he has 
instructed other engineers in his firm to avoid so much curbing in the future.  Erosion and 
Sedimentation approval was provided.  He requested 2 modifications.  One being that this plan be 
processed as a final rather than a preliminary and the second that they contribute money in lieu of 
having to do a traffic study.  It was explained that a limited study was done for the Conditional 
Use process, however, with the proposed development to the South, the amount of traffic this bank 
will generate will be minimal in comparison and will then be included in their traffic study.  Mr. 
Caldwell stated these modifications were reasonable. 
 
Ms. Salahub questioned the impact of this development and other small developments in this area 
and if it will be included in the traffic study for the area to the south.  Mr. McNamee questioned if 
all the vegetation was in order. 
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Mr. Kreider made motion to recommend this plan be moved on to the Supervisors for approval as 
drawn up and per Rettew’s recommendation.  Ms. Eirich seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
with 5 in favor, Mr. Gearhart recused himself. 
 

4. Begin the process of working on an official map – set purpose 
Mr. Caldwell handed out some information.  He explained that the purpose of an official map is to 
identify properties or portions of properties where the Township may need to do future work.  
Having an official map allows a municipality to put a reservation of sorts on property they may 
need or want work done on in the future.  This stage is where we should determine what we want 
on the map.  In going through this process, everything done will be subject to public review as 
well as review by the Planning Commission, County Planning and adjacent municipalities.  Public 
notice will have to be posted and a public hearing held.  Once it is adopted, it will go to the 
Recorder of Deeds, which is what allows the municipality to have the reservation.  This doesn’t 
constitute the taking of property, but it allows for the owner to know what the Township may be 
planning for that property.  If a property owner were to come to the Township and want to put 
something on their land but there is something the Township would like to do, they would have 
one year from the time they were contacted by the owner to act or the Township loses access to 
the land.  This is more a tool that would be used when a developer comes in, anything on the 
official map would be brought to the developer’s attention and developers are generally receptive 
to incorporating the municipalities’ plans into their development. 
 
Dr. Maria questioned if this is actually something the Supervisors would like the Planning 
Commission to do.  He also asked Mr. Caldwell if this will provide some useful framework with 
regards to the Township the way it sits currently and whether it will be worth the time it will take 
to do.  Mr. Caldwell stated the Supervisors do support this and that it could achieve a lot of things 
for the future.  He is hopeful that the Board will approve a steering committee for the trails.  Dr. 
Maria inquired if surrounding municipalities have an official map.  Mr. Gearhart stated that he 
knows South Londonderry does.  Mr. Caldwell pointed out that according to the information he 
handed out, out of 2000 municipalities in Pennsylvania, only 33 have official maps. 
 
Mr. Kreider is concerned that this is taking landowners’ rights away.  Dr. Maria stated that we 
need to start educating the public before we start the process, given the history of people opposing 
certain things in the Township.  He also feels this may be a great tool but depending how it is 
perceived, it may not be useful.  Mr. Caldwell suggested they start with less controversial ideas 
such as a connector from CVS to the new park and other small projects.  Ms. Salahub inquired if 
they can look at rezoning areas.  Dr. Maria was concerned that the Commission will put their time 
into this and then it will be stopped by the Supervisors, as has been the case with certain items in 
the past.  He is happy to do the work, but is not convinced it is a good idea.  Ms. Eirich stated this 
seems like a better tool to address existing problems.  Mr. Gearhart stated this is something that is 
valuable if a developer comes in, they will then know exactly what the Township wants.  Mr. 
Caldwell feels the first task should be to figure out what we want to accomplish and perhaps just 
identify a small handful of things to tackle. 
 
Ms. Eirich inquired if something is in the Comp Plan, must we do a map.  Mr. Gearhart stated we 
should start with small steps and identify things that won’t affect anyone except future developers.  
Mr. Caldwell suggested that a couple of the Commission members and him put their heads 
together to figure out pertinent areas. 
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Dr. Maria inquired how we should go about with this process.  Mr. Caldwell asked Mr. Gearhart if 
he would be a part of getting ideas together and Ms. Eirich volunteered to help also to define a 
scope of projects and what steps need to be taken. 
 
Motion was made by Mr. McNamee to recommend to the Supervisors to have Mr. Gearhart, Ms. 
Eirich and Mr. Caldwell, work together on ideas for the official map.  Ms. Salahub seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Mr. Caldwell also feels that a staff member should be involved in this process.  They would like to 
have ideas together to present directly to the Board at the joint meeting in May.  Mr. Caldwell 
would like to have a Scope of Work proposal together for that meeting.  Mr. McNamee questioned 
what could be suggested for Oak Street, he feels that would be a good area to look at.  Mr. 
Gearhart stated there is a bike path off of Oak Street that will be put in with the Greystone 
Development and run over to Catholic Homes. 
 

5. Dr. Maria announced that the next joint meeting will be May 25, at 6:00PM, immediately 
preceding their May Planning Commission meeting.  He requested that the agenda be sent out no 
later than the Monday prior to that meeting.  Dr. Maria also stated he will not be available to 
attend the April 28 Planning Commission meeting and requested that Mr. Gearhart run that 
meeting. 

 
Mr. Gearhart had an additional item for the agenda.  He stated that he and Ms. Getz attended a 
meeting of the municipal task force.  They currently have a draft agreement that they need the 
municipalities to approve.  Mr. Gearhart gave an overview of the agreement and stated that it is 
basically to appoint a Solicitor and send out the RFP.  Mr. Gearhart explained this agreement will 
assist in doing an inner municipality comprehensive plan and it will save the Township money by 
doing a joint plan as they are currently looking into a $50,000 grant, as well as the possibility of 
state funding.  The remaining cost would then be divided amongst the participating municipalities.  
He is asking at this time that the Planning Commission recommend to the Board to enter into this 
agreement. 
 
Ms. Salahub made motion to recommend that the Board sign the agreement.  Mr. McNamee 
seconded the motion.  Dr. Maria asked if there was any further comment at this time.  Ms. Eirich 
stated that after attending the last Supervisors meeting, she got the feeling they were not interested 
in participating in this.  Ms. Salahub and Dr. Maria both got the impression that they are 
interested.  Having a motion and second on the floor, a vote was called for and passed with 5 in 
favor and Mr. Kreider opposing. 

 
7. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission will be held April 28, 2010 at 

7:00PM.  Mr. Kreider made motion to adjourn at 8:30pm.  Ms. Salahub seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Rob McNamee 
Secretary 
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